Concern:

Please do something about the bear problem in Commando Village.  My husband and I were in our drive way this evening.  A bear came out of the tree right next to the next driveway over.  This was less than ten feet from a door.

Eventually the bear went to the wooded area across from our house.  This is the second time this holiday weekend that a bear has been in housing.  Our kids play at the park right next to the wooded area.  Some of the area kids play in the wooded area during the day.

We live in a fenced community, yet it is no longer safe.  I understand that bears are territorial and moving them to a different area could place them at risk.  I am more worried about the risk placed to our kids and families.

Please address this situation.  I don't want to wait until a child or someone is hurt or killed.

Response from Col. Gregory Lengyel, 1st Special Operations Wing commander:

First of all, I am glad that your close encounter with one of Florida's largest land mammals turned out to be a scare and nothing more. It is important to realize that living in bear country has its benefits as well as its problems. Problems begin to occur as bears gain access to various types of food (residential garbage, bird seed, pet food bowls and fruit trees) in close proximity to homes and other habited areas. This causes a bear to lose its fear of people and begin to associate people with access to food.

Relocating bears into uninhabited areas doesn't normally solve the problem; this may not deter it from attempting to return to its natural home.  While trying to return, it can endanger itself, motorists and others who may live work, or play along the route. 

Our people are our most important assets. Hurlburt Field leadership and our environmental experts within the Civil Engineer Squadron have long recognized a need to inform the public regarding the propensity of bear activity on the Hurlburt Field installation. We have created a "Be bear aware" section on the front page of our Hurlburt Field Web site (www.hurlburt.af.mil). It contains tips and courses of action individuals should follow if they are involved in a close encounter such as yours.

Please use this information to educate your family on what to do should they see a bear. If you are experiencing an immediate bear emergency, please contact the base law enforcement desk at 884-7777.  For non-emergency bear related inquiries, you can contact the Civil Engineering Natural Resources Office at 884-4651 during normal duty hours.

