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OFFICE OF THE
COMMANDER IN CHIEF
PACIFIC AIR FORCES

25 Jun 75

TO: GENEML CARLTON

Dear P.K- , {t'
Had it nog'been for -r-he determina-

tion and courage of our chopper crews

ii-itt" assault landings aE Koh rang'
the l'layaguez incident coul-d have been

a ritos lnst..d of a Plus '

We have Put the story together
in the attached booklet' I think you

*ifi find it fascinaiing reading'
p"iti."Lar1y about the great job of
the JollYs -

,a

L)liol,it L. wr'.soN,' JR.
General' USAF

_j 
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ABSTRACT (U)

(l The U.S. rnilitary operat'ion t,o recover the SS Mayaguez and its

crew consisted of a number of related actions including the seizure of

the t4ayaguez, air strikes against mii itary targets in the vic'inity of

Kompong Som and Ream, and insertion of USMC forces at Koh Tang island

to search for the crew of the l.layaguez. This paper primari'ly addresses

the major action--operations re1ating to the insertion and recovery of

U.S. Marines at Koh Tang island.

(U) I'iany USAF, USll, and USMC units played a role in the assault

on Koh Tang. Strikes by USAF aircraft, support by USAF FACs, naval

gunfire, and recovery attempts b.y USN vessel s were a'll 'important and

deserve recognition. Yet, more than anything e1se, the jnsertion and

extract,ion of U.S. f'larines was made possible by the persisient efforts

of USAF CH-53 and HH-53 hel icopter cre',','s. This paper focuses on the

role of the helicopters which, despite heavy enery fire anC difficu1t

conditions, were ab1e to insert and recover some 230 U.S. Marines at

Koh Tang.
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(O 0n 12 l'lay 1975, Khmer Conrnunist (KC) fo: ces seized the Mayaguez

in f nternational waters approximately 8 nautica'l mi'les (lltll f rom Poulo

l.Jai island. The'island, which is 60 Nl.l from Kompong Sorn, is claimed by

both the KC and the Provisiona'l Revo'lutionary Government of South Vie'r,nam.

Subsequently, the Maya-ouez was moved to Koh Tang is'land, at h/hich tinie

th,e crew was renoved and taken ashore.

(O) After dipiomatic efforts to recover the ship and'its crew had

proven fruitless, President Ford directed their recovery by decisive

military action. 0n. the morning of 15 t4ay (local time), l'iarines were

f'lor,rn to the USS Holt to subsequently board and retake the Hayaguez'

other Harines were heli-lifted to Koh Tang is'land to search for and

recover the crew, and strikes were directed against miiitary targets

in the Kompong Som area, and at Ream airfield.

(r) Seizure of the I'iayaguez by the boarding party from the USS Hol'"

was successful and v;ithout incident, as the ship had been abanConed'

The prinary objectjve of the operation, recovery of the llayaguez crew'

v{as atta'ined raoidly--approx'imate'ly three hours af*eer U.S. nii itary

force vras applied, the KC surrende:'ed the conple're creb, of the llayaguez'

(It was later'learned the crew. had been moved from'.,he Koh Tang v'icinity

to Konpong So;r on the -l3th, :nd 
then to an island off Korpong Soni where

they vrere helci unti'l their releas€- )

! t.-.-.
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(l) Yet, fo'l'lowing the recovery of the ship and crew, the operation
I

continued at Koh Tang where Marines were pinned dowh'on the northern tip

of the isiand. Strikes by USAF aircraft, support by USAF Forward Air

Contro'l'lers (fRCs) and the A'irborne Batt'lefje'ld Connnand and Control

Center (ABCCC), gunfire frorn USN ships, and recovery attempts by USli

vessels a'l'l played a major role. The crucial element, however, was the

participation of USAF CH-53 and HH-53 helicopters and crews. Although
l.

enc'buntering heavy eneny fire and sustaining extensive damage, they

inserted badly neeCeC reinforcements on the is'land and then, during the

extraction phase, persisted into -uhe hours of darkness until the last

Marines were out.

Phase I--Insertion (2300-0300 zu1ul0600-1000 Loca'l ) -
(f) During the first phase of the operation, a tota'l of 'l'l helicopters

(six HH-53 "Jol]y Green" and five CH-53 "Knife" aircraft*) vrere to carry

U.S. Marjnes from U-Tapao Royal Thaj Air Force Base (RTAFB) to twc beaches

on Koh Tang is'land, and to the USS Holt. At approximately ?3007 14 iiay

(0600, '15 May, local ), Joliy Green (JG) ll, 1?, and '13 arrived at ihe

USS Holt and began offjoading a tota't of.57 l'iarines,** v.'h'ile the inser-

tion of other Marines on Koh Tang began.

*The differences be:v;een the HH-53 and CH-53 are as fol'lorts: the HH-53

is air refuelable, has 450-9a1 1on foam-filled tip'uanks, a-tail mini-
gun vrith armor pliting, and tvrc "r.'Eis1" r:iniquns. The CH-33 is not e'ir
iefue'lab'le, has 650-gi'tton non-foin-f il'led tip tanks and tr'ro mip'iguns,
but no ta i'l gun.

**The hel .icop.uerS also de'livere,J 'l'l other- personnel: 6 civi'lian mif it'ar,v

sea'lift volunteers, 2 USAF E00, 2 USii, ancj 'l U.S. Army f ingu'ist-

ffi
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(r) Koh rang island is shown in Figure 1. The two 'landing areas,*
on the eastern and western sides at the northern netk of the islanj, are
shown in Figure 2. The western beach was divided into two'landing zones
(LZs), and the eastern beach, the larger o.f the two beaches, was divided
into six LZs ' A maximurn of eight sf mu]taneous insertions were thus theo-
retically possibje, if required. The plan, however, was for hericopters
to insert in pairs, seParated by int.erva'ts of',severa'l minutes. No land-
i,r.lg zone preparation by air strikes or nava'l gunfire occurred for fear
of injury to Mayaguez personnel vrho cou'ld conceivably be in the'landing
zone vici ni t-y. ** 

'

(a) Eight helicopters in four pairs approached Koh Tang at dawn,

carryi ng Ma ri ne ground securi ty forces tcta 'l i ng some 'l 70 men . Kni fe ( K)

21 and K ?2 were to insert their Marines on the western beach, while K-23

*The Ground commander had reconncitered Koh Tang in an Army U-21 the dayprior to the operation and personally selected ine tzs. r'nev representedthe nearest access to a -oroup of structures in a cleared a.ei, considereda like)y detaining place for the l4ayaguez crew.

*iH.PVy eneily-resistance of the type encountered vras not'expected by planne!-sof the operation. Avai lable in:ei iigence est'imates va:-ied fron as lou as
39-r:1: hlgh gs.l50_gne;rv niti:arv [ersonnel on the isrand of Koh rang.lne fiost recent intelliqence, sl;pForted by US,AF tactical photo reconnais_
sance of Koh rang the da:; g\ior to the aslault, indicated'the presence ofabout 100 ni'litary personne) on the is'lanci, but the concentration of 

-.n""y.
forces_and v.'eapons at the LZs r*:s greaier ihan expected. Helicopte. c""uri'
ll9 f4qs participating_in_ the operltion estimated eneriry s.,rength at about
300-40c men, judging iion the vc'!une of fire and inteniity Ji resisianceencountered. I'larine personnel estimateC eneny forces wer^L two and one-half io t,hree times -qreater thar, predicted. lHorrever, considering the
concentrat.ion of enemy forces at the nec[: of the is'land near the fZs,the-fortified posiiions fron v;i.ich they operated, and the exce.l.len-, iielOor 7'lre l+hlch'uhey enjoyed, it'is possible t,hat substant,ially'less than
3C0-400 enei.-,y soldiers were invol*!0. )
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K21

K22 -

Inserts 20. One engine shot out in LZ. Ditched one mi'le
(1 USAF KrA).

Hajor battle damage during second ipproach to LZ. ForceC
85 Nl'l from U-Tapao on Thai coast. No Marines inserted.
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and K 3'l were to be the first into the eastern beach. The tniird wave,

K 32 and JG 11 , and the fourth wave, JG 42 and J'G'43, were to fo]]ow

uP ryith insertions on the eastern beach. A1'l hel icopters were then to

return to U-Tapao for a second 'load of Marines. Planners envisioned 
?
3

insertion of a total of approximately 450-600 U.S. l4arines on Koh Tang.

Wave 0ne--l,lestern Beach (See Fiqure 3)

(r) As K 2l approached the western beach with K 22 in tria] , no enemy

fiie was encountered. Then, as K 2l began unloading its 20 l4arjnes, the

enemy opened up on both hel icopters wi th sma'l'l arms, rockets, and mortars.

It was too 'late to r'rithdrai'r and assess the eneriy resi siance--some liarines

were already on the beach and making for the tree'l ine. Knife 22 pul'led

back from the heavy.fire, but, observ'ing that K 2l v/as in trouble, went back

in to 1ay dovrn suppressive fire against eneny positions. In the meantfme,

when its'last Marines had been off-loaded, K 2'l made a singie-en-oine take-

off . The aircrafi, wh'ich had only enough power to keep from sinking 'in the

water and had danage to its trans;rission, nade jt about one mile av;ay fron

the'landing zone before iiich'ing in the ocean. (0ne of ine aircraft fron

the second r..'ave, K 32, diverted to assist K 2'l anC recover ihe crel nenbers.*)

Knife 2? folloired K 2.l, bu'.. seeing that K 32 was rendering assist.ance, headed

back 'i'or the r.;es'uern beacr,. About 150 yards off shore, li ?2 a-cain encoun',,ered

*In'it,ia11y, R 32 v:es too h:avy to p..ick up the men fron: the vrater and had
to dump fuel ic lighten th: aircraft. Three crer.; meribers were recovered,
but the f our'r.h crei'; rnen5er drbvined. Inforration on al I USAF personnel
kil led or v.'cunied during '..he operation is provided in Atiachment 3.
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FIGURE 4.

I'IARINES INSERTED BY I.IAVE II - (ZO + 5 USAF CrEW,

Shot down in

Shot down in
(1 USAF). No

TOTAL ON

LZ. Crew (5) and 20 Farir:es.make tree li.ne.

LZ. 13 survivors Picked up by USS l'li'lson. 13 KIA
i nsert i ons .

ISLAND: 20, l.lestern LZ
?O + 5 USAF Crew, Eastern LZ

K23
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"ffiF,gt heavy fire and began'losing fuel rapicly. Knife ?2 was severe'ly d,amaged*
jtr 

i r ^ .--r ^-.r .i+. ?rr-i-ae rhnrtar{ :nr.|I and, unable to un'load its l4arines, aborted and hladed for Thai]and' The

ffi aircraft was escorted by JG ll and JG 
.|2, both of which had a]ready

I

'oE*E*t 
delivered Marines to the USS Holt. Knife 22 later reached the Thai

HE!fiiHAGr''rqB coast where it was forced dortn due to power loss in one engine and fue'l
6

-

@ffi exhaustion.re
ESq,4l

l'lave Two--Eastern Beach (See Fioure 4 )

ffiwffiiHtr (C) t.Jhi'le K 2'l and K ?2 vtere encountering heavy fire on the western

F,EW* beach, the second he1 icopter wave (K 23 and K 3l) approached the eastern

rttt ?i.ia?JrEigf'ry! beach. As K 23 reach.J tne landing zone, vrith K 3l in trai] , heavy enemy

i

fire severely danaged K 23's rotor system. Knjfe 23 then attempted to
tll't:."rs
trtES:EEl
ffi-- | exit with its tiarines and picked up to a hover, at rvhich tirne K 3'l was

t_-
E!'FEF:F
ffi seen bursting into flames. Kni f e ?3'lost an engine and began vibrat'ing
__a

' I severeiy. As it sett'led dovrn, the ta'i'l sect,ion separated from the air-
s.;r" '
6-.

---r,- .,Li^h *han imn:rrod nn lhp hpach- The crew anc! l'larines aboardEtj.l?rr3i

craf*-, which then irnpacted on the beach' The

1

gffi (5 USAF*" and 20 USI'1C) surviveC and estab'lisheij a posi,tion near the tree

TrFF.qE'*l-- 'line. 6ne of the crev;, the co-piiot, cal1ed in air s*"r'ikes throughout
t^

*ha r{: r, rrc i^.. : <r,rvival radio. servinq as thg on'l y di rect I i nk be'rwegnEffi{nt the day using a survival radio, serving as tht
EKERJNE- --"'. - -- 

7-t
- I the l.larines on the east,e.n beach and air support|tt,#
i{jiEfi

| "Specific batt,le danage sus.teined by individual aircraft during each, - -;::;;;';.-ii.tia-in i"e dinase colurnn, AttachnEnt 'l 
'f-:* mission is 1isted jn t,;re danag

-'^L.+aa*:nhar Threp cf t.he crey.' fgmaingci in**Thp fifth crr ographer. Three of the crel.'' r€I

| **The fifth crer'r'an !'a5 a Phct
w'qil :::.ij:''::: :::".; ;';;-;;;,;;;";i-u.ioi. jo jnine the rest in the rocksL'rFj'-'*Eg*.i contact, anc, uir.tt the situa--ion) before jo1

-l ' near the tree 'l'ine'
I

M
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iust before K ?3 was hit and crashed, K 3'l (loaded vrith zcll,larines,

2 USN Corpsmen, and 4 USAF crer.rrnernbers) received heivy fire. Approaching

the'-'landing zone, in trai'l of K 23, the aircraft'tock numerous hits
(possibiy from mortar rounds, rifie grenades, or rockets), ir.rnediately

causing K 3l to burst into f'lames.* Eight personnel , inc'tuding the co-

pilot, perished inside the aircraft, and five more died in the water near

tfe K 3l wreckage--a total of '13 dead.** The surviving l0 l'larines, and
8

three crewmen, swam to SEA***.where they were picked up by USl vessels.

Figure 5 shorvs the wreckage of K 23 and K 3'l .

*Despite a direct hit r'rhich had b'lorvn the front of the cockp'it arvay, the
wounded pi'lot rnanaged to sett'le the f'laning aircraft in the water.
**Eighteen personnel'were ab'le to abandon the aircraft. Three Marines,
apparently dazed, burned, and disoriented from the crash, r./ere shot and
killed in the water while attempting to gain their bearings or to reach
safety in the tree'iine, and a fourth Crowned. A fifth itiirine, r*ounded
and stunned, was seen wading torr,ards the wreckage of K 23 where he
apparentiy_stayed for several hours, aft,er which he was not seen again
and was bel ieved dead. Total deaci in the c:'ash inc'luded 'l USAF (co-
piiot), 2 USN (corpsmen), and'10 USi.iC.

***Knife 3'l cane dorvn Cirectly in fron', of a prepareC enbny position, rnakingit impossible for the surv'ivors to reach the beach. Thus, t-,rost heacjed to
sea to ge+- out of range of ene,iry fire. One of the l.larine survivors yras
a FAC. He swam out on his back, anC directed air strikes using a surv'ival
rad'io obta'ined fron a USAF crer.nenber. Another survivor, one of K 3l's f'l ight
mechanics, reported that after exiting the aircr.aft he realized that he did
not have his rifle. He reen',.ered the bu: ning aircraft through the door which
was just behind the cockpit, a'. the fron',. of t,he passenger section (the docr
vras just under the vraterl ine).. lie could see l.iarines runninq arounC in
the fiames, trying io punch out vrinCo',;s and to avoid the fiie. The tai'l
ramp was in f'lanres and inpassab'le. l{e shouied +-o them to cone out the
passen-oer door at the froni, anC he believes that two or three rnore
llarines got out the docr. At'least one also did get out through one of
the punched out windov;s. Once outsicie, the flighi mechanic fiied his rifle
and pistol untii out of a;,':Jnition, and then balan to head out to sea vrith a

' (CcntinueC)
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(f) Minutes after K 3l and K 23 were shot down, radio contact was

estab'lished with the l'larine FAC from K 3'l (who wis 'lrvimming out to sea),

and'.also with the survivors of K 23 (through the'co-pilot) who were on

the northern tip of the_ eastern beach near the tree line. 0n the basis

of the infornation prov'ided by these personnel, the general locations of

a'l'l known friendiy and enemy forces were establjshed, and A-7s were

c'leared by ABCCC to make strafing runs. The first strafing run was
t.t

made about 20 njnutes after K 23 and K 3l had been shct down, and numer-

ous such runs continued during t,he follorving hours. Three factors dic-

tated extreme.caution in the deiivery of ordnance and 'iimited initia'l

strikes to 20=; cannon f ire; (l ) uncertainty as to the exact 'loca'"ion

of a'l'l friend'l ies on the eastern beach (i.e., some of the personnel from

K 31 could have r,rade it to the tree 'line without radios), (2) the clJse

proximity of the enemy to the friendiy positions (on occasions, reporteC

to be oniy 20 meters), and (3) 'r.he presence of friendly forces on the

western beach (t-ne width of the is'land at that poini was less than 400

meters from beach to beach, and friendly forces on the vrestern side were

an unspecified distance inland).

( Conti nued )
llarine who v.'as r.rithout a I ife preserver unit (LpU)--t,he t,larines d.id not
have LPUs on because of thei.r load vrhich had prevented wearing the LPU
du:'ing the insertjon. Although under fire fro; the shore'line, they
stopped and r.'ent back to assi!t a second llarine who v..as attempiing io
sr'.'irn tot'rard then bui uas badly burned and vras having Cifficuity. -The
three of then, using only the sing'le LPU on'ehe f'l'igtrt mechaniL, madeit beyonci the range of ground firi and vrere'later ricovered by ihe
USIi.

1?
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FIGURE

I4ARINES INSERTED BY l.lAVE III - (13, trlestern LZ)

K32 - Picks up crerr of Knife 21. Inserts 13. RrB u-Tapao with major.
battle damage and I USAF/] USMC trIA (USUC tlIA did not off-load
and is not part of the 13 inserted).

JG 4l - Low on fuel, proceeds to tanker. Later inserts after llave IV.

TOTAL 0N ISI-AND: 33, I,lestern Li
?0 + 5 USAF Crew, Eastern LZ

(K 2l)
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l{ave Three--},lestern Beach (See F'ioure 6) t " "'' ' r '"' ,--j I

(a) Knjfe 32 and JG 4'l comprised the third wav'e of he]icopters to

Koh Tang. Short'ly after K 31 crashed and explodbd, K 32 diverted and

recovered |he crevr of K 2'l . Hhi'le this was occurring, JG 41 , low on fuel '

departed to ajr refue'l at the HC-]30 tanker. Knife 3? then headed back

for Koh Tang and was d'irected.to the western beach by theAirborne Battle-

f,ield Conrnand and Control Center. At approximately 23402 (0640 local)'

K 32 reached the landing zone, and as the ajrcraft vras hovering, the enemy

opened fire. One crewman and one passenger were injured during the

insertion, but bad'ly needed reinforcements had been provided'* Knife

32 made it back to u-Tapao, but because of severe damage vias not
10

re1aunched during the operation '

(a) As of 23402 (0640 loca] ), a total of five insertion attenpts had

beei maoe: only three teans , total i'ng 54 men, had been inserteci; '14 per-

sonne.r had been ki.ned in action (r3 from K 3'r and r from K 2'l ); three

helicopters had been shot cctvn, the fourth was dovtn on,the Thai coast as

a resu'lt of batile danage, and the f if th vlas severely damaged' Three

insertions (by JG 42 and JG 43, and by JG 4l r'.'rhich was returning fron

the tanker) remained schedu'led during the first phase

*Des pi te the hea,,,y ground ii,'9 , nunerous hi ts , and a d i rect hi t b-v a

rocket, and in di sregard of -tfre eariier he]icopter losses' K 32 con-

tinued the inr.ition-ind of,f-'loaded l3 l'la.ines (a'lgtn-Harine was

vrounded on the ui".ttii anC djC not disenibark.' and a'l5th passenger'

an interPreter, 
-also 

remaingd on the aircraft) '

14
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I{ARINES INSERTED BY I.IAVE (78, l,lestern LZ)
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JG 42 - Inserts 27. RTB U-Tapag. Major battle damage
JG 43 - Inserts 29. south of LZ. lTB u-Tapao. No Sattte damage.
JG 4l - Returns from refueling. Mu]tiple ihsertion aiiJrpts unsuccessful.

Refuels again. Later inserts 22 of 27 Marines (included in totalbelow). ntB U-Tapao. Major batti" d.rug..
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Four--Western Beach (See Figure

appr:oaching the western beach, JG 4'l (back from the tanker) made another

insertion attempt but was driven back. Jolly 43 then went into the

assigned LZ on the western beach, while JG 42 attempted insertion south

of the LZ. Eoth aircraft encountered heavy fire, which forced them to

abort their first run. Jol'ly Green 43 pulled back from the beach and

headed south, inserti ng ?9 Mari nes at the f i rst 'locati on ava i I ab1 e, an

exiremeiy smal'l patch of sand and rocks approximately I,000 meters south

of the assigned LZ.* Jo1ly Green 42, on the other hand, aborted his

attenpts south of the LZ and flew north into the schedu'led LZ. Joily

42 was ab'le to off-load hi s ?7 l4arines, but encountered intense smal'l

arms and mortar fire which caused major danage.** Jo1ly 43 t'hen I

escorted JG 4? back to U-Tapao, where JG 42 remained for the dura-

tion of the operation. Joliy Green 4'l made two more insertion runs

during the next hour but yras driven back by enemy fire each time, and

final'ly departed for a second air refuei ing. By this t:'.me, 
.l09

U.S. l.iarines and 5 USAF cret'rmembers v,'ere on the island of Koh
t't

Tang.

(t) Minutes after K 32 departed, as brave four'(JG 42 and JG 43) was

*The i'iarine ground commanCer, ca'll sign B'ingo Shoes 6, and his
Comnanci Post, call sign E'ingo Shoes 3, were anong this group of
Marines

**The twO insertions had occ.tlrred sirlu'ltaneO.ls1y, at about 00207
( 072oL ) .

lo
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First Rescue Atte asfern Beach

fitt#,
Hjjr.""

@
tr€

@
ffi
ffi
@
ffi
#
M
w
w
w
M
H
:w

ffi
'ts-
.Ld

1

1J) At approximate'ly C'll5Z (08'l5L), whi 1e i'nsertion attempts on the

western beach by JG 4l were proving futi'le, JG13,* with suPPort from four

A-7s (an A-7 FAC and three others), attempted to evacuate the survivors of

K 23 from the eastern beach. Low passes by the A-7s fai]ed to draw enemy

fire, so enemy positic_ns- cou'ld not be pinpointed and struck. Neverthe'less'-

in view of the precarious positions of the K 23 survivors' a rescue attempt

r.i3s rnade.** Enemy fire was directed against JG 13 a'l'l the way into the

'landjng zone, which was near the K 23 survivors, about 30-40 meters NliW

of the wreckage of K 23. (The friendly pos'ition had been pinpointed by

1?

snoke. )

Ot Jo11y Green '13 had visua'l contact uith the survivors of K 23, who

were pinned cjonn by enemy fire and unab'ie to reach the aircraft' 0n ihe

beach for less than one ninute, the helicopter tool<, nunlerous hits causing

ba'r.tle ciarnage, a fire in a case of flares' and another fire in the left

auxi'l iary fuel '.ank. Jo1 'ly Green '13 had renained i n i ts exposed posi ti on '

despite daraging enerny f ire, un:i'l no possibi'lity for recovery remained'

blith.,he survivors of K 23 unab'le to board and the aircraft on fire, JG 13

departed. lihile one crevrnember cOntinued tO return eneny fire' another

jet'uisoned the burning fiare box. t'iinutes later the fire in the left

*After del ivering its ttarines to the uSS l{o'lt, JG '13 hac refue'led in flight'
and renaine1 in ine Koh Tang area as a SAR aircraft'.

**The cren of iG 13 vri'll ingly neCe this attempt in fu] r awareness of the

fact that accurraie and intense lii. had already dest.royed three heli-
copters and caused najor daniags to three others'

17
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auxi I iary tank blew out. Jo'l'ly Green J3 recovered at Ra

but was unab'le to relaunch in support of the operition.*

l.

?

Thailand,

Completion of De'layed Insertion

(O) At about 0.|452 (08451), after the abortive rescue attempt on the

eastern beach, JG 4'l returned from his second air refueling for another

insertfon attempt on the western beach. Jo'lly Green 4l held off the

western beach whiie an A-7 FAC on-station attempted to estab'lish

friendly posit'ions so that c'lose air support wouid be possible. As

a result of the fluid and confusing batt'lefie'ld situat'ion, and the lack

of marking smoke at the main Marine position, the A-7s were unable to

pinpoint the locations of friendly units and therefore unab'le to suppress

enemy fire. Even the llarines on the ground were una',{are of their exact

re1ativb positions. The advantage of hindsight, hovrever, a11ows the construc-

tion of the follovring scenario.

(o with the departure of iGs 4? and 43 at approximate'l y 00207 (07201),

a total of l'14 U.S. personnel were on the js'land of Koh Tang. A group of

*After JG l3 deparied, the A-7s rocketed anC strafed en€rr] posit'ions
which had f ired on the hel jcopter, inc'luding a number of bui'ldings in a

clearing just inland from the middle of the eastern beach. One of the
four A-7s escorted JC-13-out of the area, but the other three re;nained
at Koh Tang and continued the strikes. The A-7 FAC then directed a flight
of F-4s against the buildings in the c'learing anci against other ene;iy
posit'ior':s-hincjering the resiue of the K 23 survivors. Lov; on fuel , the
A-7 FAC had to de.tirt for the tanker before his replacenent had cyc'led
back, so the Spec'ure gunship,.which had been on-station for some tine,
becane the on-scene FAC during the interim. Spectre de'l ivered accurate
20r,mi,40nn, and 105:er fire against rena'ining structure and the surround-
ing area, As a result of the A-7, F-4, and Spectre strikes in-the c'lear-
in! area, three structure urete confirned destroyed or cianaged-14

l8
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25 was stranded on the eastern beach, 50 Marines were 'in the.vicirrity of

the western beach (tnis group had no marking smole)" 'ano 29 l'larirres rwere

approximately 1,000 meters* south of the western'LZ. FortifiBd ellsrny

posi.'ions, .inc.luding. bunkers, hutS, and entrenched enemy forces, 1ay

between the two Harine gioup, on the western side and prevented tjnk-

up.Thesesameenemypositionswerea.lsoinapositiontodirett

accurate fire against the western LZ, hindering helicopter inser I ions.

,i (o) Numerous attempts were made by A-7 FACs' and then by ar' AC-130

Spectre gunship, to pinpoint friendly positions.** The Spectre v,aS

finally able to 'locate all friendly positions' The gunship ther'

repeatedly struck enemy gun positions which yrere preventing the 'link-up

*t.lhen the group '0"1 of the western LZ (exact distance from L7 not knovrn

with certainty--'l ,000 meters 'is ine estitate given by the Maritre f,6tn63pdsp)

cane up on the radio, unal',rare-of the nunber of Marines on the vrc-"1 be-ach'

they requested t;;i-; i*f f etenent be sent south to bring thet" up to the

L7. ThiS smarr'ei"rlnl ?ror ttre-western beach, however, immedinte'ly

encounterec neavi ;;;i ,.iitt.t.e including automati c weapons f i re and

claymore mines.''0n. Mirine *.i [i|led and I number seriously v,rrncled in

the a^utenpt. tieanu,n: t e, the southern group of Mari nes began s | 'rv"1J/ work-

ing tn.ir vray north alon-o the coastl ine '

**ln the absence of marking smoke, the A-7 aircraft tried to a'-'erta'in

positions by tlying low ovEr the beach area and obtaining corr''' i'ions

from the srornot.l;r;il.;:- Til; piovea unsuccessful due to ('l I the f'luid

batt.lef.ielO situliiii',-iZi tn. untertainty of. the ground perst'r"1sl con-

cerning the ."uli-illit,ion or tneir force!, (3) the ciif f icu'ltv inherent

in estinrat,.ing posi....ions uy sucn i technique, and (4 ) conf usiorr 'esu'rtin-o'
from sinit.,^ .uii';i;;; ,'r.l-uv in. oifferent liarine groups' r'''t Ac-130

gunship, cal ;;;.-i;;irr;,6'l ,-n.r then directed to attet;'t tr, r'inpoint
friendly and .;;t poritio,r.s *t,iie JG 4r heid off the i s'land. rrsi n9 rnark-

ing smoke (fro;. tie'grounc torces) to estab'rish the southern ri.r1'jps posi-

t.ion, and firinE-roriAi into tne-6cean near the western beactr t. providB

a reference fcr"as;;;;;inrn! tne;r northern position, the spe'r1'6 vld!-

f inally able to pin dovrn the i;;;;if ns-oi iriendlv and enetnv 1"r'gs5' 15
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of the two ground units and were directing heavy

againstJ64l.Thesestrikesattimescamewe].1.

f ri endly posi tions, J€t the caref ul ' de-] i berate
'16

thc aunship orevented any short rounds'

automatic weaPons fire
1

within 50 meters frorn

deli ver.7 of ordnance b-v

e) At approximately 03002 (]0001) -le qt began a fourth run-in' th'is

time with simultaneous suppressive fire from"the spectre' Despite the

support, enemy fire continued to come from 'the area betvleen the two

f1lrind groups. These pos'itions had iust been struck, and were sti'l'l

under fire when JG 41 was attempting the insertion' Jo11y Green 4l

broke off the insertion attempt, and the spectre again layed dot'rn more

firedjrectlyontheenemypositions.*l.l.ithbo.uh^uheSpectregunship

andJG4.lrunning.lglonfuel,afiftirinsertionattemptwasmade,

aga.in wii,h simu]taneous Spectre support' Th'is time' eneny fire from -

between the l.iarine positions was light, and JG 4'l was ab]e to insert

?2 of its ?7 personnel before accurate mortar fire forced 'it to abort

the i nserti on. ** Jol i y Green 4'l retu rned to u-Ta pao vli th mai 0r

*At that t1me, the southern l4arine -grouP 
jdentif ied fortif ied eneny

structures in tie'.t.i 
-into 

,uni.n Siectre vras directing 'its 2Onn and

40nrn fire. spectre then acqulred t'he huts and bunkers on its sensors

and scored nu;-"erous direct nits-in-lnt lo*plex wjth 40nrn and'l05mm

oiOnunc., destroying the enemy structures'

**The mortar fire forced JG 4l to lift off from the beach, but another

insertion attempt yras made.- ns-ig'qt-nouereo, preparilg tP touch down

on the beach to'inilit iii 11si iive l'iarines' a near miss by a moriar

round inf'lictei ;;;;9;.'-iqiJv-ei""n ai pu11ec back and another mortar

round impacted vrhere the aircrait-nia iuit been hovering' (The mortar

position could nfi O. located.t-tntt iime and vtou1d poie a threat to

subsequent hel icopter operations on the western beach' )

20
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batt'le damage, prec'luding its furiher enp'loyment during tne operatibn.

The Spectre gunship, lovr on fue'I, also departeO iie'island at that
17

t'ime.

Insertion RecaP

C) About four hours after it had begun, the insertion phase was over.

A total of 57 l4arines had been off-loaded to the Holt without incident'

aha tgt Marines* had been inserted on Koh Tang (82 on the western beach'

29 to the south of the western beach, and 20 on the eastern beach) '

Losses and danage, hoi.rever, viere heavy. F'if teen u. s. personnel were KIA '

Fur..her, of the nine he'licopters participating at Koh Tang, three had

been shot dovrn and five had sustained maior batt'le damage precluding

their fr.r.rther employmen'. in the operation. The ninth aircraft, JG 43.t'

had returned to u-Tapao with JG 11 and JG'12 (which had off-loaded at

the Holt) to prepare for the insertion of more l'iarines during the next

phase. Air support ciuring 
"he 

insertion phase had initiaily been pre-

c'luded by the possibie presence of the fiayaguez crev", and'later ha;:pered

by the confines of the battle area togeiher r'rith difficu]ties in pin-

pointing friendly and enenry positions'**

*Does not include anl,personne'l fronr K 3r since a'll survivors s\tan out

to sea, and did noi reach th.e beach' per se'

**ihe neck of the islend wEs only 4C0 met-ers vlirje, and there r'rere three

isolated g.orpr"it tlaiines r+ithi-n the neck area trhose posi'u'ions r''ere

uncer.uain. Additionaliy, ro".".n.ty potitions T.f: .ltf9t.]I close to
f r.iendiy rosit'ions, Es near -as l0-2b meters, 

- 
and the er:em-v in those

poriiio'nr-urouiO-i,oiC-lniii ti"e uni,il ar.ival of the he'l icopters'
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K52

K51
JG 43

FIGURE 8

t'tARINES REINFORCEilENIS--HAVE i (47, }testern LZ)

- Attempts insertion Eastern Lz. Received heavy ground fire and
RTB without inserting._ l'tajor battle damage. 

-F6rced 
down g5

miles from U-Tapao on Thai coast.- Inserts '19. RTB. u-Tapao with five usl'rc I'ilA. Minor battle damage.- Inserts 28. No battle damage. Air refuels. Remains in area.

T0[AL 0N ISLAND: '153, l,testern LZ (5 usMc HIA extracted)
20 + 5 USAF Crew, Eastern LZ
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Recovery of l'layaquez Crew .!

(r) Meanwhile, at abou'r. OZ}OZ (0900 'local ),' iome three hours after

the first l,larines were on the beach at Koh Tang,'a boat fly'ing a whjte

f'lag was seen approaching the area from the direction of the CamboCian

mafnland. Approximately one hour Jater, the boat had been intercepted,

and the passengers, the entire crew of the Milyaguez, were aboard the.lg . !

USS l^lilson. lrlith the recovery of the Mayaguez crew, the focus of the

operation shif'r,eC toward extraction. Yet, before extracticn cou'ld be

completed, rejnforcements were needed to stabilize the situation on the

island. The I'iarines there were under heavy f jre, and were spl it in:o

three forces (tvro on the vrest side and one on the east) whjch were unable

io link up. Further, evacuation of the sma'll force on the eastern beach

was prov'ing extreneTy diff icult. By this time, only 3 of the 'll nel i-cop'-ers

oriEinally par'ricipaiing in the operation tvere f iyable (JG ll, JG .l2, 
and

JG 43). Trvo additional heiicopters, K 5'l and K 52, became availab'le and

vrere pressed into service to he'lp fill the gap vrhi'le in"ense repair effor'us
19,

vrere undervray to re'uurn- danaged aircraf" to service.

Pnase II--Reinforcenent (0430-05302/'1'l3C-'123C Local )

tr'ave One (See Fieure 8)

ffi
ffi
tr@

ffi
Fll'.ft

(0) Tne

(K 5'l , K 52,

re i nforcenent

JG I'I , JG I2,

of Koh Tang was at'Le:pted by f ive he'licop"ers

and JG 43* ), al I of v;hi ch arrived at tne i slancj

*At this t'ime, iG 43 began using JG 42's cal'l sign. (.:otty Green 1? had
been JG 43's 'lead element, and JG 43 had son?+,i;es been referred to as
JG 4?-'l . ) Jo11y Green 4? was aciual ly nonoperational a',- U-Tapao. For
the purpcse of the report, therefore, the.'lG 43 cal'l sign is usei hareafter.
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approximately simu'ltaneous'ly at 04452 (.l1451). xnife 52, K 5'l , and JG 43

con.ducted the first wave of insertions, and JG ll and JG'12 the second wave.

Knife 52 was low on fuel and therefore made the first insertion attempi.

The heiicopter approacheci the eastern beach but took hits, prornpting the

pilot to abort the run and f'ly straight over the island from east to west.

Knife 5'l and JG 43 then proceeded to the western beach for their inser"ion

attempts. Kni fe 5l jnserted 'l 9 Marines , evacuated 5 wounded l.iari nes , and

was fol'lor,red by JG 43, whjch inserted 28 l''iarines. Both inse:'tions were

successfully completed despite mcrtar, smal'l arms, and automatic wea-

pons fire, sone of rvhich tras said to be cori'ing from as close as 50
20

meters av,,ay.* . I
(l) Knife 5l then escorted K 52, which had been unab'le to insert its

Marines and vras streaming fuel from the ieft auxiliary tank, toward

Thai'land. (Knife 52 was forced down on the Thai coast and could not

participate further in the operat'ion, but K 5'l delivered its wounded

to U-Tapao anC re]aunched. ) Jo1'ly 43 depar'ued to air refuel , after
21

which it assured a SAR role in the area.

*The area just souih and inland of the vrestern beach r*as stiil not secure.'
By th'is time, the southern group of Marines had fought theif way along the
shoreline to rvithin yards oi tne LZ. Link-up of the friendl:r forces
occurred approximately at the"time the hel i copter rei nf orceinen'"s t'rere

taking placi, but enemy fcrces renained just inland frorn the shoreline
in thi trees. (in the proce'ss of reaching the LZ area' tl,'te sout'hern
grcup of tlarines trad to pass through one eneny.posiiion after another-
in tne process, they capiured one 50nrr mortar (savr another but Cid not
caprure it), one STmnn recci'l'less rif'le, ancj nurnerous I'i-'l5s and AY'-17

rif'les).

l1



FIGURE 9

MARINES REINFORCEMENTS - IIAVE II (53, I'les^.-ern
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JG I1

JG12-

JG'I2

JG 1'I

Inserts 27. RTB

Inserts 26. RTB

TOTAL ON ISLAND:

USS Cora I Sea. No bat'L'l e damage .

U-Tapao r+ith four USMC I,fIA. No battle

?0?, ltestern LZ (tota'i of 9 ustlc UIA
20 + 5 USAF Crew, Eistern LZ

dama-oe.

extracted )
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l./ave Two (See Fioure 9) r

(f) Jo'ltys l't and'12 then attemp'red, and comp:'eteO, the last rein-
forcement of Marines at Koh Tang. Joily Green l'l offloaded 27 y,arines

and rernained just offshore providing suppressive fire for JG'r?, which

was engaged in offloading fts ?6 t4arines and taking wounded on board.

Both heiicopters received fire, and some hits were taken. Jo'lly Green t2
hegded for u-Tapao with its evacuees* vrhi'le JG 1'l joined JG 42 to refuel

22
and assume SAR duties.

Reinforcement Recap

(t) By iust after noontime, the tvro re jnforcement vraves had com-

pl eted their insertions and de'l ivered a tota'l of .|00 
l.iar jnes. A'l'l of the

reinforcements were"inserted into the wes'rern beach, as attempts to rea.ch

the eastern beach v.'ere unsuccessful . By early af ternoon, continuing enemy

resistance prevented the 1 ink-up of the two Marine ground forces (now

tota'l ing 221** men) a', the eastern and v.'estern beaches. and another rescue

attempt was made at the eastern beach.

(r) At

attempted an

Second Rescue Attempt--Eastern Beach

apprcx'inately A7307 ('1430'loca'l ), JG 43, supported by JG'll,
extraction of the force isclated on the easiern beach.

*0n the vray to U-Tapao, JG l2'l'inked up vrith and escorted K 5'l and K5Z,
bot'h of which had sust.ained batt'!e dar..,:ge shortly af'uer iG 12 depar-ted
Koh.Tang. Knife 5? wes forced dor;n on the Thai Loast fn tiie vicinityof K 22 (dorvned there during !!e inserticn phase). Jo11y Green lZpicked_up the I'iarjnes from K 52 and returned them to U-fipao,-iei'ueled,
and re'launched.

**A tota'l of 23] had been inserted, but nine had been evacuated.

26
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HARINES EXTMCTED By T,JAVE I _ (ZO i 5 USAF Crew, Eastern LZ).,
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20 + s usAF crew (K 23). RrB uss corar sea. Minor
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TACAIP. de1ivered CS gas to suppress resistance but the gas-was off iome-

what and the wind b1ew it out over the water. ;ily Green 43 approached

the"beach, hovering wel'l to t5e south of the survivors' position.* Heavy

ground fire was encountered, wounding one crenrnember, disabjing one of JG 43's

engines, and forcing terrnination of the extraction effort. Jolly Green^43
t5

made a single-engine landing on the Cora'l Sea, escorted there by JG 'l'l .

', (t) Thus, by late afternoon, JG 'l'l , JG 12, and K 51 were i,he only

helicopt,ers st'i1l operational. A fourth he)icopter, JG 44, had been out-

of-cornnission at NKP but became operational and joined the operation.

Extraction of ground forces before the arriva1 of darkness was critical,

and with only four** operationa'l he'licopters avai'lable, the extraction

phase began

0l The extraction phase consisted primarily of two separate acti-

vities; the effort to rescue the force stranded on the eastern beach,-and

once that was accompl i shed, the extraction of the main l/rarine force fron

the western beach.

Wave One--Eastern Beach (See Fioure l0)

(a) By late afternoon, ground fire had not abated, and increasing TACAIR

support was being provided. Two OV-10 "lla'il" FACs (in a high-'low format'ion)

*During *uhe excitement, instructions for the ground personnel to prepare
and poi their snoke had apparent'ly been over'looked, and JG 43 could not
locate them on the run-in.

**Shortly thereafter, JG 43 joined the ex'uraction effort after'undergoing
repairs at the Coral Sea-.

?ts

Phase III--Extraciion ('1100-.l3302/.|80C-2030 !-oca'l
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had arrived on station, and had directed nava't gunfi". agiinst a beaphed
enery patrol boat* threatening rescue attempts on'the eastern beach.
shortly thereafier, the'rovr Nair had pinpointed friend.ry oorrrron, fn
the neck area separating the two beaches, and began directing F-4s and
A-7s against structures stil'l intact in the c'!eared area ad;acent to the
eastern beach, as weil as other enemy positions in proximity to the K 23
survivors and the LZ. Despite'the c'rose proximity of friendly anc enemy
fodces' and the difficult confines of the batt]e area, effective close air?4
support was provided.

Ot The FAcs also requestec that a snall, armed boat (gtack velvet l)
fron the uss Hilson approach the eastern beach. Its purpose v/as to
prov'ide suppressive'fire, but more importantly, to provide a means of
recovering personne'l should one of the rescue hel.icopters be shot down

25in the water near the beach.

(O Then, just after 'll00Z ('1S00 local), a concentrated air effort
was initiated to extract the 20 Marines and 5 Air Force crewrenbers fron
'uhe eastern beach. Durino the extraction att,enpt! supporLing f i re for
JG 11 vras provf ded by bcth JG 12 and K 5] , and by B)ack ve.ivet r. Addi-
tionaTiy, the Nai'l FAC nrarked and sirafed ener,y positions. tiotwiths-,anding
this cover, JG 1'l received intense ground fire from al'l quadrants ancj from

*The boat had ear'lier been
As na va'l gunf i re zeroed i n
the deck to escepe, but anplete)y desiroyed ii,e boat,or seconCary exoiosions.

strafeO by A-7s, but it rvas still f ntact.
on the boat, eneny personnel scrarnb.led to'instant I ater direct arti I i ery hi..s con_

- 
kflling the eneny and producing a number

?9
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as near as 50 me'rers as it landed on the beach near the tree 'line.* As

soon as all personne'l from the beach were on Uoa'rO,** the Jo]1y'lifted
?6

off..and proceeded toward the Coral Sea with battle damage.

0 The helicopters then pulled back and the Nai'l directed fire by

one A-7 and by a Spectre gunshiP to further soften the area. This was

in preparation for a rescue attempt for the Marine who had previously been

seen on the wreckage of K 23. Jolly Green 12 and 51 then moved in. The
tj5:ty hovered over the wreckage of K 23 and dropped his penetrator, while

K 51 hovered a fer.r yards north, providing suppressive fire.*** After hover-

ing for'.rvo ninutes, it was determined that no survivors were on board-

Enemy fire was heavy throughout the attempt, wound'ing one crelrnenber and

causing severe da:age to JG 12 which, after'landing on the Cora'l Sea, waS

27

unable to f'ly again during the operatiep.****

*The Marines rnade an orderly v|ithdrawal, stooping to fire their weapons

every fevr fee'u. They were pursued by enemy forces, who attainei hand

g"enide range on sevlral occasions, but were cut dovrn by minigun and

iif'le fire.- A USAF photographer, who rvas on board JG'l'l to filn the
extraction, helped direct-fire against enemy soldiers w,ho were attempt-
ing to throvr hand grenades at the aircraft
**0ne l.larine waS hanging Ouiside the airCraf" On a "gun tub" (armor
plating rrr.ounJ'ing itre'aft gun), and vras pu'l'le'j int,o the aircraf'u by a

pararescueman ai an altitude of 20C feei'.

***Besides emp'lo;ring their miniguns, the crer*_of K 5l knocked out the rear
r.rindours in the nltiiopters and i.ireO their rjfles throu-ch the windoivs.
Additionally, vrF,en ini minigun was ou'' of ar,nunition, the aircraft was

turned around so the bther mintgun vras brought to bear on the enerr'y'

The FAC, after r.rern'inc that,eneiry so1diers were rushing-the beach,
reported that he saw R 5l cut dorr'n six enemy vrith its fire-
****The l.'iarine who had ear'lier been seen on K 23 r'ras listed as ki'lled in
action.
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FIGURE 1'I 
.

HARiNES EXTRACTED BY IIAVE II - ('129, l{estern LZ)

Extracts 4'l . RTB USS Cora'l Sea. No batt'le damage.

Extracts 54. RTB USS Cora'l Sea. No batt'le damage.

Extracts 34. Off'loaded at USS Holt. ,ffo'Uattle damage.
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l.jave Two--l.Jestern Beach (See Fiqure 'l'l )

(f) once the pocket of men had been rescuei frilm the eastern beach,

all'.efforts shifted to the imnediate evacua'rion 0f the western beach-

The Na i 'l FAC directed Black Ve] vet I ( the sma'l I boat f ron the l'li'l son )

to the western side of the is'land to provide a back-up rescue capabi-

lity and to provide some supPressive fire to the north of frieniiy

p6s'itions. Knife 5'l , JG 43, and JG 44 then sequenced into the LZ, con-

stituting the second extraction wave (but the first wave or, the vrestern
28

beach ) .

Darkness had a'lready arrived but Knife 5'l , r+ith iust enough fueiOt

to make an extraction attempt and offload its l'iarines at the Cora'l Sea

(K 5l had just partjcipated in the rescue operations on the eas"ern bqach),

proceeded into the western beach at ll50Z ('18501). Heavy enemy fire was

encount,ered, including rnortar-'launched fjares" r^rhi'le on the beach and a

near niss by a rocket during 'l ift-off , bu'u K 5'l successfu'l1y evacuated 4l

Marines. Knife 5l headed to the cora'l sea to off'load, 'inspect for danage'

and refuel. During the extraction, and throughoui the extractions rvhich

fo]'lcvred, an in-rense firefight was underway on the ground, as Marines

provided suppressive fire, anC eneiny forces djrected fire at the l'rarines
30

and the LZ area. f,uzzle f'lashes dotted the vrestern sice of the islani'

ffi
ffi
@
@
ffi

*To s.i'lence the eneny r,lortar pcsii,ion vrhich had become active durinE I-l]::
ex-rraction, the i,lail FAC marked-the target uith snoke anci cal'led for TACAIP"

By that time, hotcver, it was toi Jark ior TACAIP' io acquire the snoke and

i"r,.-iu"g.t i6uld noi be struck. (Time was'ie'ec to be so critica'l that
.it r.las thought unuise to further dellY the.next-extract'ion to coordinate
strikes by a Spectre gunship or'n.uii'gunfire')?9
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(O Just after Knife 51 exited the landing zone, JG 43 f'lew in,to rnake

another extrac'uion. The Harines on the .orounO anC Black Velvei I prcvided

s'.'epressive f jre during the extract jon. Jo]1y Green 43 I ifted off with
3'l

54 l.iarines* anC headed for the Coral Sea.

(l) Jolly Gneen 44, nhich had been waiiing for JG 43 to complete his

extraction, headed into the LZ. Ai this t jme,, the l,larines announced

that a'i'l of their men were withjn 50 meters'of the LZ, and the Nai'l FAC

began strafing enemy positions. Jolly 44 departed with 34 l.larines** having

sustained no damage. To faciiitate the rapid extraction of remain'ing ground

forces, who vrere becom'ing increasingly vu'lnerable to ground attacks, JG 44

attempted to offload its llarines in the darkness at the USS Ho'lt, which vras

positioned just off'Koh Tang island.*** The landing was successful, thus
-Jl

enabling JG 44 to inrnediate'ly return to the LZ for ano'.,her load of I'iarines.

*lhe 54 Marines y/ere more than doub1e the norma'l combat joadr'ng configura-
iion. AJso, during the extract'ion, all guns aboard JG 43 were inoperative
and eneny f ire was returned v;ith l1-.l6 rif1es.
**0ne of the ltarines was dangling frorir JG 11's "gun tub" anci was pulied into
the aircraft after it had attained an a]titude of .l00 feet. (This was the
second such incident. See footnote, p. 30.)
***The pilot of JG 44 made three passes a! the Holt. Both of t,he heiicopter's
'landing lignts, as vrell as the low light 1eve1 te'levision sys'Len, vrev'e out.
Further, ther-e was no'lighting on the ship's superstructure next to the
landing paci. The only 'lighting consi sted of reo lanCing l ights on the pad
itself. 0n the third attenpt, a slov approach Has made, and'uhe aircraft
hovered over the 'landing pad vrjih the tail ancj rear vrheel s hanging over
the vrater. (The land'ing pad was designed for snal'ler helicop',ers. It was
too smal'l and v.,as not stressed for the CHlH;i-53 size hel'iccpter. 0ffload-
ing troops there rvas rated as .a challenging task even during the day. )
Due to the presence of obstacles (the ship's superstruc',ure), JG 44 had to
coine in at an angle. Since ihe pilot was unabl e 'ro see 'rhe superstruc'uure,
one of the fli_oht rnechanics tallted the pjlot jn s'loirly until the main gear
was just on the corner of the rec'-angu'larlend'ing pad. The l.iarines off-
'loadecj ihrough the front door (the rai:rp vras hanging out over the rvater).
1t vras estimei:d that there 9.,es onl y a trto-f oot cl ear^ance be'"vreen ihe rot,or
and the superstruc"ure'.
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batt'le damage.

batt'le darnage.

FIGURE 1?

I'IARINES EXTRACTED BY I.IAVE III

Extracts 40. RTB USS Coral Sea.

Extracts 29. RTB USS Coral Sea.
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(|) During the first three extraction sorties at the western beaqh,

a tota'l of 129 lGrines were evacuated, leaving some'73 men in the LZ area.

l.lave Three--l.lestern Beach (See Fiqure '12)

(l) As the number of Marines remaining declined and darkness became

total, the position of ground forces became precarious. Radio contact with

the friendlies was lost, and no helicopters were inrnediately avai'lable to

make pickups.* Fina11y, at approximateJy 1??57 (.l925L), conrnunication

wit,h the ground commander was reestablished, and he reported that he rnighi

be overrun within '15 minutes. Two minutes later, he reemphasized the

urgency of immediate evacuation. l{ithin five minutes, with continuous

supporting fire the Spectre gunship, JG 44 had returned from the USS Holt

and had landed in the LZ, assisted by a strobe'light set up by the Harines.

Jo)]y 44 loadeC 40 tiarines on board and headed for the Coral Sea, reporting
33

that there tvas one load of tiarines remaining on the,beach.

O) At that time, Knife 5l vras returning to Koh Tang fron the Coral

Sea, using the I'tai'l 's 'landing lights to deternjne the 'landing zone

*Furthermore, the two on-station I'lai'l FACs rvere running short of fue'l '
and vrere preparing to make the.jr transition to tr'to new iiai'ls. I'iai'l 59,
unable tO contact the ground fOrces by radio, r"aCe a lor'r-leve'l pasl
over the l-Z r.rith his lights on ancj verjfied the presence of frien'Jiy-- -^,
forces before departing. Ons of the nevi Nai'ls arriving on scene (;{ar I bv/
used the LLLTV eiuipneit on the Spectre gunship to confirn the location
of frienClies on.'uhe beach, just.before the Spectre departed rhe area
and neyr Spectre arrived on slati6n. Within minutes the nerv Spectre nl9
sighted his guns and r.rere c'leared io fire as c'lose as 50 meters from the
beich, as neEded. Black Ve'lvei'l was a'lso stanciing by to provide further
suppressive fire or provide en emergency recovery p'latform.



location.* Finally, after three unsuccessful approach ati.empts, assjsted

by the Marine strobe light and by his own landing'Tigh.,s, Knife 5l made
34

it'into the 'landing zone.

(t) Notwithstanding suppressive fire from the Specire gunship, rockets

from the Nail FAC, and supp:'essive fire from K 5'l 's miniguns, some enemy

fire vras directed at the LZ area, although significantly'less than earlier.

After 27 t{arines had boarded the aircraft, despite the darkness and the

presence of hosti'le forces and fire, a pararescueman fron K 5l left the air-

craft and went to the tree'line to search for any Marines who may have been

'left behind. At the tree'line, the pararescuenan found two llarines who

were sti'll in the area.- Af f three returned to the ai rcraft wh'ich then,

at approximate'ly 13102 (2010L), took off w'ith the 'last 29 l4arines extracted
<\ -

from Koh Tang.

(f) Within rninuies, as it becarne apparent that everyone had indeeC

been evacuated from the island, further rescue operaiions were ter-
36

minh:ed. A tota'l of 218 l.larines had been renoved by four he]icopters

during the extraction phase. (A fifth he'licopter, JG 
.l2, also

*As Knif e 51 approached in the darkness, Nai'l 69 ci rc1ed oi,er the western
beach at a lovr a'ltitude (about 'l ,0C0 feet), switching h'is land'inE 'lights
on and off to guide Knife 5l to the LZ. Each time he did so he drew enety
fire, which the Spectre -ounship then suppressed. in turn, Knife 5l svriiched
his'lights on and off to faci'litate the approach. Flares vrere then droppeC
but they ign'ited 6t 'lor.r al ti tude and burned in the vrater, furt,her com-
pl ica'uing visual acquisition of the 'landing zone. (It must be renenbered
that the western beach ras relativeiy snal'l and therefore difficuli to
locate, especia?ly al nrght).'

".
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beach, but did not
Ipartic.ipated in extraction operations at the eastern

p'ick up any l'larines).

Conc'l us i on

(l) The insertjon and subsequent evacuation of some 230 Marines,

al'l by usAF hel icopters,* had been comp'leted i,n the face of severe enemy

fire. Damage was inf 'l icted on a'll but one of the he1 icopters partici pati ng

i'r? tne operation. The effort,s of USAF hel icopter crews, with strong

support from other usaF_and usli units, had made it possible to extract

the tlarine force from a situat'ion which might otherwise have ended much

'less favorably.

Q) Total U.S. 
. 
casualties reported f or the operat'ion at Koh Tang**

were 15 kil]ed in action' 3 missing in action, and approximately 49 ' 37

wound6d by hosti'le action*** (USnr casualties were 2 ki'l'led and 5 woundeC)-

General George S. Brown, Chairman of t'he Jo'int Chiefs of St-aff ' Surnmed

38

up the entire operation in the follor.rin! FrrdhngF:

*Includes nine wounded Marines evacuated earlier. (Thirteen additjonal
personnel frorn K 3.l , which hac crashed in shal'lott water off 'uhe easi'ern

beach, were recovered by USI{ veisels. Since these personnel never reached

the beach, per se, they are noi-inciuOea in the iot;l shovrn above') There
.is an apparent disparity betvr..n if,. tctal num5er of Marines inserted (231 )

and l,larines extracted and ttedevaceO (ZZt1' ^Three Marines were I'ilA and one

klA uras left on ine isiand, which accoun-,s for a'i'l .

**The night of the'l3th, a he'licop'uer carrying 19 Air-Force.Security Police-
ment to U-Tapao-ciasne{ near.'lil(P wi'uh no survivors' The pol icemen t'rere

being brought to-U:Tapao for pottiUte deploynent as landing parties in
the rescue attempt for the rr,ayaguei irar,r. F'our crer'rmembers a'lso per'ished

in the crash.

*Appror.ir:rately 30 aciditional F,drines r{ere in;iured by non-hostile c3uses'

lli:trii$liitt
.tr.rr Pli r.F,.rtr trr .' r _ ' '
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UNCLA$5;FgED
(U) The success of the'unique operatiol t9 recover the
SS'Mayaguez and her crew by-the combjned.efforts of the
Air Force, N;;t .nA fi.rine-Cotpt represents'an outstand-
i ng d i spl iy of- the versati 1 i ty, -dedi catj on and profes- 

. . -
si6na'l comietence of a'll participants-. it is not Pos:1P]9
io-pru;ie ioJ highly the bravery and determination exhib'ited
bt;f'l concerned-in-the assault on Koh Tang island. The

o-vera'l'l operation, fraught with unknowns from the outset
ind extreirely difficult to execute under even the best
ionditions, ias conducted by all airmen, sailors and

Nirines in-the highest tradition of our armed forces. I
want every indiviiua'l who participated in this operation

'i to receivL my persona) congratulaiions'

38
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. ATTACHI4ENT 2

KOH TANG ISLAND MARINE INSERTION/EXTMCTION'RECAP*

I NSERTION RE I NFORC EI.lENT MEDEVAC FVTAAA??ATILAIKH\,iIUI\

4 (t{rA)

(40 + 34)

E5'aFE

f,q
74

28

)

27
?6

20JG 1'I
JG 'I2
JG 'I3
JG 41

JG 42
JG 43
JG 44

I

K21
R2?
K?3
K31
K32
K 5'l
K52

22
zl
?9

20

39

t3
'19 s (hlrA) 70 (41 + 29)

Tota'l l3l

Total Inserted:

Total MEDEVACED/Extracted :

KIA left on is'land:

I,IIA:

lnn

2?'l ***
LJ I

227

1
I

a
1

218

Dces not inclucia*lnc'ludes only those ftounded on Koh Tang and evacuated.
one l.iarine wounded on K 32 befone of fload.;n9.

**Four USAF crevr members plus 20 Marines and 2 USN personnel on board.
Three crew menbers plus l0 Marines picked up by USS l.lilson, 'l-? KlA.

*i*Saven additiona'l personne'l were unable to disembark fror, hel icop'uers
(five on JG 4l and two on K 3?). These seven are not inclucieci in the "?31"
figure. f*leither are the personnel from K 3l included s'ince they never
reached ihe beach. 41l 231 personnel o as wel'l as K 3'l personnel and those
vrho were taken to Koh Tang but could not unload, are'listed in an unclas-
sified message from the Cornanding General, 3d llarine Division, t'itled,
"Koh Tang Operation, Personnel Roster (U)," ?505072 llay 75.
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CREI'I STATUS - USAF t'llA/KIA* '

K]A l'{IA

x

REMAP.KSCALL SIGN

Knife 2'l

Knife 23

t

Knife 3l

Kni fe 3'l Maj Corson

Kni fe 3'l SSgt HaFston

Knife 32 SSot Morales

Lost a'u sea.

Ciunshot wounds in both shoulders,
' I eft th'igh, foot, and head

(grazed). SurgerY conducted
on Coral Sea.

Aircraft took hit on co-Pilot
side. Body rema'ined in aircraft
during fire.
Five-inch cut on back received
at impact. Treated and
re] eased on Cora'! Sea -

Seccnd-degree burns right lower
arm, enti re lef'r. arm. Rece'ived
iniuries exiting aircraft.
Treated and released on Coral
Sea.

Gunshot wound in chest. Col'lapsec
lung and severed main arterY.
F'lown to U-TaPao on K 32 for
in'it'ial Surgery and evacua"eC
to C'lark. RecoverY er.Pec'ued '

ShraPnel wound in the shou'lder'

Gunshot wound I ef t '1e9. Trea-''ecj
on Cora'l Sea.

NAME

SSgt Rurnbaugh

SSgt Gross

ZLt Vandegeer (CP)

Jo1 iy 13

jo'l 'ly 12

Sgt Bateson

SSgt DeJesus

x

x

*Entries are in chronol o-oica'l order.
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UFdCE.A,SS!FIED
ATTACHI4ENT 4

HELICOPTER CREl,lS PARTICIPATING IN THE OPERATION

H

H
.l.f

HEi

JOLLY GREEN 1 'l (354 )

.I LT BAC KL UND, DOI{ALD R..ILT 
I,JEi KEL , GARY L.

SSGT CASH, HAR,RY l.,.
MSGT ELDR]DGE, JOHI'I J.
SGT STANALAND, JOSEPH S.
AlC I'/,ARX, BRAD E.'l,lrT RAND, RoiiALD T.

JOLLY CREEN 12 (793)

CAPT JACOBS, PAUL L.
CAPT NICKERSCIi, I.iARTiN A.
SSGT IGI SER, JOSEPH L.
MSGT GRAY, DAYID L.
sGT C00K, BURT tJ., JR.

J0LLY GRIEN 1Z {793)

CAPT WALLS, BARRY R.
LT COI.iER, RICHARD L.
SGT DEJESUS, JESUS P. - t^lIA
(ssc7 CASH, HARp.y H. REPLACED DEJESUS)
TSGT PATTERSOI,i, DAVID L.
SGT STY:R, RAiiDY H.
A'IC RHIIiEHART, FREDERiCK

J0Ll_Y cREEti t3 (794)

iLT GREER, CI.iARLES R.
lLT BRO#I, CI..fiP.LES D.
SSGT I"IIiG, MiLAS L.
SSGT FRO:HLiCii, TJRL J.
SGT LUiiDFr i GAl,l , ROI|ALD A.
SGT LEI'ii:i I{]i , STEPI.IEN I.J.

JoLLY GRtEi,i 11 i795 )

ILT COOPER, T}iOilAS D.'lLT Kii;H, DF."ril l.J.

TSGT LITTLE, R}iiAIiELL
SSGT DOIICVAIi, J:FFRgY
SSGT BiRAIiEi(, T,'iOI.iA5 E.
A'IC FERRIS, JO..'ii{ E.

4-'l

AIRCRAFT COI.4MNDER
Co-PILOT
FLIGHT MECHANiC
PARARESCUE}4AN

PAMRESCUEMP.N
PARARESCUEI"lAN

CAMERAMAN

A I RCRAFT COI'iI'IANDER
CO-P I LOT
FLIGHT MECHANIC
PARARESCUEMAN
PARAR,ESCUEI'1AN

AiRCRAFT COMMANDER
CO.P I LOT
FLIGHT I4ECIJANI C

PARARESCUEMAN
PARARESCU tYrAi'l
PAP.ARESCUEMAIi

A I RCRAFT C0I'iI/TANDER
CO-PI LOT
FL IGI..IT MECi{AII IC
PARAP.ESCUEI.iAN
PARAP.ESCUEY.AN

PARARESCUEI'iAN

AI RCRAFT COII}iAi.IDER
CO.P I LOT
FLIGiiT I.,iECHAXIC
FL I GHT TiSCHAN I C

PARAP.ESCUEi\'iAN
PARARESCUEMAI..I
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t55..s r
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I
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I

I
<?r--'R _Ffr

ur',{cLA55gtr!ED



UNCLAS5IF!ED

lLT PACINI, PHILIP M.-
lLT DUBE, ROBERT C.

TSGT STRAUGHN' ANDREI,J'

SSGT JABLONSKI, }'IARTiN

SSGT BROt.lN, HICHAEL A.
AlC DUNFIAM, LEI{IS L.,
SSGT CAVAVOS

J0LLY GREEN 43 (7e2)

CAPT PURSER, RoLAND tJ.
ILT GRADLE, ROBERT P.
TSGT l'IILLiNGHAM, BILLY
TSGT HARDING, PETER S.
SGT BATESON, THOI.iAS J .
A'lC l'lCKMR, DElli'lIS l'J.

JoLLY GREIN 44 (785)

ILT BLOUGH, P.OBTRT D.
lLT I,IASON, HIITRY M..
SSGT BOUNDS, ROBERT G.
SSGT HOI.IELL, JII4I4Y F.
sGT DALY, BRUCE H.
AlC ASH, DAVID D.

KNr FE 2'r (925)

LCOL DET|HAI'I, JOHN H. *
lLT POULSEN, IGRL l.l.
TSGT BOISSONiIAULT, ROts:RT A.
SSGT RUMBAUGH, ELI,JOOD E. - I(IA

KNIFE 22 (928)

CAPT OHLEMEIER, TERRY D.
zLT GREER, DAYiD t{.
SSGT I,JiLSON, HJCHAEL C.
SGT PAUL, I{ORI.iAIi A.

'-: --" ,- '.-.

JR.
M.

III

AIRCMFT COMIINi{OEN

CO- P I LOT
FLIGi{T MECHAN IC
FLIGHT MECHAI{IC
PARAP.ESCUEMAN
PARAR,ESCU EI'1AN

CAMERAI'IAN

AIRCMFT COMMANDER

c0-P! L0T
FLIGI.iT MECHANIC
PAMRiSCUEI'/IAN
PARARESCUgfiAN
PAP*RESCUEMAN

AJRCRAFT COI{}:ANDER
CO-PILOT
FLiGHT MSCHANlC -
FLiGHT HECHAiiJC
PARARESCUEMAN
PARARESCUEi\tAI.'I

AIRCRAFT COMI"TANDER

c0-PiL0T
FLIGI.IT I4ECHANIC
FLIGIiT MICHAI{IC

AiRCRAFT COi4i/iANDER

c0- P I LoT
FL l Gi"iT I4TCHA.N I C
FLIGlIT I4ECi{AI.iIC

0.

- l,IA
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KNiFE 23 (AZi1

ILT SC}.IMMM, JOHN H.
.ILT 

LUCAS, JOHN P.

SSGT. GROSS, RONqLD A. - }IIA
AlC ARRIETA, EDUARDO E.
SSGT BARSCHOI,I, JAMES M.

KNrFE 3'l (92s)

I'TAJ CORSON, HOI.'ARD A., JR. -
zLT VANDFGEER, RICHARO - KIA
SSGT HARSTON, JON O. - LIIA'Ser xorrmAsrER, RANDY L.

KNrFE 32 (s32)

ILT LACKEY, MICHAEL B.
2LT WACHS, CALVIN O.
TSGT OLSEN, MICMEL B.
SSGT MORALES, NICK - I,IIA

KNrFE 51 (e27)

lLT BRIMS, RIC}TARD C.
zLT DANIELSON, DENNIS L.
SSGT RILEY, I,IARION L.
AlC PACK, PHILLIP A.
TSGT FISK, WAYNE L.
SGT COOPER, ROLAND A., JR.

KNrFE 52 (626)

]LT MT.ITIS, ROBERT E.
?LT LYKENS, DAVID J.
SSGT MCDOI'IELL, DOIiALD R.
TSGT DUNBAR, I{ILLiAM R.

. 
' AIRCRAFT COMI"IANDER

CO-PI LOT. FLIGHT MECHAI{IC
FLIGHT MECHANIC
PHOTOGRAPHER

AIRCRAFT COI4I4ANDER

CO-P I LOT
FLIGHT MECHAIIIC
FLiGHT MECHAI{iC

AIRCRAFT Co|'}"ANDER
CO-PILOT
FLIGHT MECHANIC
FLIGHT MECHAIiIC

AIRCRAFT 
'O^'**I'*CO-PILOT

FLIGHT I.IECHAI{IC
FLiGHT I4ECHAN]C
PARARESCUEY,AI{
PAMRESCUEI'1AII

AIRCRAFT COM:/,ANDER

CO.PILOT
FLl GHT M:CHAI{IC
FLI G!{T M:CHAiiIC

UN*CLASSgFgED
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